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Letter 


Letters addressed to this department must be signed, although names will b 


withheld upon request. We reserve the right to reject, print in full, or om 
matter not pertinent, according to the nature of the letter and space limitation 
The opinions expressed by readers are not necessarily those of the Editor 


THANKS GOD FOR CHAPLAINS 


I cannot understand why anyone 
should feel that it is wrong to send 
chaplains to serve our servicemen. My 
son will soon be in the service, and 
I thank God that wherever he is sta- 
tioned, he will be able to attend services 
which will help to keep him a Christian. 

I pray that all synods of the Lu- 
theran faith may be blessed with more 
chaplains to serve our servicemen. Who 
needs them more? 


Fort Wayne, Ind. Dertta HENDERSON 


WE MUST “FREE OUR PREACHERS” 


For some time it has been my opinion 
that we must “free our preachers.” It 
appears that our congregations are miss- 
ing a tremendous opportunity to make 
the fullest use of the time of their min- 
isters and as an end result to reduce 
materially the shortage of pastors avail- 
able to our pulpits. 

By the simple expedient of supplying 
our church offices with a full-time paid 
secretary, we can free our preachers to 
do the work of their calling. The time 
of a minister is too valuable to be spent 
on routine typing, addressing envelopes, 
and licking stamps... . 

Our congregations would do well to 
employ some of the consecrated parish 
workers who are now coming out. of 
our synodical colleges. These workers in 
turn could not only carry on office 
routines but also expand the evangelistic 
program of our church. 

At a time when there is a crying 
need for additional ministers to fill pul- 
pits—let alone the ever-present Macedo- 
nian call — we are being unwise stewards 
of our pastor’s time in not getting him 
out of the office and into the field ripe 
for harvest. 


Manhattan, Kans. W. R. Kirk 


“TRACTS ON THE CULTS” 


We have received about 300 requests 
for tracts on the cults since Dr. L. Spitz’s 
series appeared in the Witngss. I sin- 
cerely hope that the articles will soon be 
seen in tract form and that Concordia 
Publishing House will see its way clear 
to publish them. 


Jerseyville, Il. ARTHUR O. KAUL 


READS CONCORDIA THEOLOGICAL 
MONTHLY 


I would like to ask a question of the 
theologians of the Missouri Synod. It is 
a question that has nothing to do with 
salvation, but I am tremendously inter- 
tested in points of doctrine. Had I been 
a man, I would have been either a min- 
ister or a theologian, but being a woman, 
I must be satisfied just to study and 
keep my opinions to myself except when 
I am with a group of Christians who like 
to discuss theology. 

Until two years ago, I was an un- 
wavering theosophist, and if anyone had 
told me at that time that I would ever 
be a Christian, I would have laughed 


and scoffed at the mere thought. As 
I look back now, I feel very humble 
indeed that the Holy Spirit has brought 
me to the truth of salvation, earned for 
us through the holy precious blood of 
Jesus Christ. 

My husband and I love to study the 
Bible. We spend hours poring over the 
books our pastor has in his library. We 
have read most of Martin Luther’s writ- 


- ings, and I have seen the movie “Martin 


Luther” four times. He was a truly 
inspired man. The very person, Martin 
Luther, seems to come right through to 
me as I read his words. I feel as if I had 
met and talked to him in person. 

I subscribed to the Concordia The- 
ological Monthly, and we have received 
our first copy, which we thoroughly en- 
joyed studying. Of course, we have no 
knowledge of Greek or Hebrew, but we 
still feel that we receive the general 
thoughts. We also enjoy keeping up 
with the religious news of the world and 
hope that someday we may be able to 
afford the books that are reviewed. 

To get back to the question: it con- 
cerns the soul. Our body is formed from 
the physical parts of our parents, but 
where does the soul come from? Is it 
given by God at the time of conception, 
or at birth, or is it also inherited from 
the souls of the parents in some way? 


Whittier, Calif. Mrs. SHIRLEY BOREN 


Nore: This question is treated in 
“What's the Answer” column. 


APPRECIATION 


I want to express my deep apprecia- 
tion for the wonderful article “How 
Much Faith Needed?” by the late M. S. 
Sommer published in the June 19 issue. 

It is truly a gem. How often have I 
pondered on the very same _ things, 
especially on meeting people who are 
“afraid of becoming too religious.” 

This article is an answer to many a 
question I’ve had on the subject. Many 
thanks to Rev. R. L. Sommer for submit- 
ting it. 

Also greatly enjoyed “Horizons at 
Dawn” and “Horizons at Eve” by John 
M. Runge in the same issue. The Lu- 
THERAN WITNESS is certainly an educa- 
tional and informative little magazine. 
Always look forward to each copy. 


Anaheim, Calif. Mrs. R. E. MiItter 
kK 


THE COVER 


Prof. William J. Danker, formerly 
missionary in Japan and newly elected 
professor of missions at Concordia Sem- 
inary, St.Louis, was in charge of the 
Seminary’s practical summer course for 
prospective missionaries of Synod. 

In four lectures each morning and 
in required reading the young people 
studied mission policies, methods, his- 
tories of the countries to which the mis- 
sionaries are going, comparative religions 
for those fields, customs, health care, and 


instruction in photography for publicit 
purposes. 


The picture was taken July 27 whe 
the group heard guest lecturers Dr. E. ] 
Bertermann, Director of Foreign Operé 
tions of the International Lutheran Hou 
and Missionary Delmar J. Glock, wh 
recently returned from Japan. On tk 
Mission School teaching staff were Dr. ( 
H. Schmidt, Executive Secretary of th 
Board for Missions in Foreign Countrie 
and Assistant Executive Secretary H. I 
Koppelmann; Rev. Justus P. Kretzmani 
former missionary to Nigeria; Rev. Ha 
old Ott, Secretary for Latin America 
Missions; John Grundmann, instructo 
Lutheran High School, St.Louis; an 
Rev. Paul Kiehl, St. Louis. 


Front Row, 1l.—r.: Garth Ludwig, who 
going to Japan; Leonard Stahlke, El Salvado 
Central America; James Dretke, Nigeria; Lo 
Kropp, R.N., India; Dorothy Folkers, teache 
New Guinea; Lydia Rittmann, R.N., 
(Mohammedan missions); Ruth Mueller, R. } 
India (Mohammedan missions); Mrs. Donr 
Walter, Formosa; Norman Walter, Formos: 
Dr. Schmidt; Missionary Glock. 


Second Row: Mrs. Virginia Dede, Nigeri 
Mrs. Shirley Lee, Japan; Mrs. Crystal Ratl 
Brazil; Mrs. Beverly Morthole, Philippine 
Mrs. Marion Rengstorf, Philippines; Frederic 
Jagow, Philippines; Mrs. Lois Jagow, ee 
pines; Mrs. Judith Volz, Nigeria; Paul Vo 
Nigeria; Dr. Bertermann; Professor Danker. 


Third Row: John Fajen, Nigeria; Jofk 
Dede, Nigeria; Keith Lee, Japan; Erne 
Rath, Brazil; Donald Morthole, Philippine 
Elton Rengstorf, Philippines; David Hinz, J: 
pan; Mrs. Jean Hinz, Japan; Peter Boesc 
Mexico City. 


Not on the picture: Ellis and Joyce Rot 
mann, Brazil; Mrs. Barbara Dretke, Nigeri 
Varnes and Amanda Stringer, Nigeria. 
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“A Trust, O Lord, on Thee” 


Excerpts from an essay delivered at the St. Paul Convention 


By JOHN E. HERRMANN 


Synodical Stewardship Counselor, St. Louis, Mo. 


“Never before have so many people been without Christ’ 


he Gospel of Jesus Christ is ours 

to believe and to share. To pass 

it on to the millions who walk 
darkness is our privilege and our 
ligation. 

Never before have so many people 
en without Christ. While the low- 
ing clouds of the last times are cast- 
g their shadows over a world at 
lds with itself and with God, the 
teful hour of Judgment draws near. 

Yet our people “do not discern this 
ne.” They need to be more con- 
rned about the nearness of the 
vior’s coming and about their un- 
lished task of preaching the Gospel 

every creature. 


Stewardship of Paul 


St. Paul counted it a privilege “to 
put in trust with the Gospel.” The 
ostle determined not to know any- 
ing “save Jesus Christ and Him 
ucified.” 

Why? “The love of Christ con- 
raineth us,” Paul says. He means 
e love of Christ, not his own love 
r Christ. Jesus, in His boundless 
ve for sinners, died for all, also for 
e apostle. This love compelled him 

share with others the memorable 
ot that “God was in Christ recon- 
ing the world unto Himself.” 

Paul gave himself to the task of 
eaching the Gospel. That became 
s ruling passion, for he knew the 
ukes to be won were high. Souls 
sre involved. 

In order to save some by all means, 
ul was made “all things to all men.” 
x the sake of the Gospel he was 
ad to be called a madman, a fool, 
e offscouring of all things. When he 
9ked at his scarred body, he re- 
iced because he bore the marks of 
e Lord Jesus. 

All in all, Paul gave an excellent 
count of his stewardship of the 


»spel. 


Percy 2. 328, 1.9-56 


Our Stewardship 


How is our stewardship record as 
individuals, as congregations, and as 
a church body? Have we the mis- 
sionary zeal of Paul? 

Let’s admit it. We have not been 
very good stewards. And why have 
we been so lax in fulfilling our trust? 
The reasons are many. Here are some. 

1. We lack the conviction to ful- 
fill our stewardship of the Gospel. 
The Lord has told us to go into all the 
world. Why don’t we go? We know 
that Christ died for all. We know that 
men without faith in Christ will be 
damned. We know that 1,700 million 
persons are bound for eternal damna- 
tion. How much do we care? 

2. Most of our congregations treat 
missions as a project, as an extra not 
directly related to their God-given 
purpose as congregations. Because 
missions have been called “outside 
purposes,” our people have come to 
believe that missions are outside their 
inside purpose as congregations. 

3. Those who give little or nothing 
to missions are not admonished and 
encouraged. If one of our members 
does not come to church, we are con- 
cerned and visit him. If one of our 
members has no heart for missions, 
we haven’t the heart to call on him. 

4. Too many of our congregations 
look upon the growth of their mis- 
sionary outreach into all the world 
as a liability rather than a reason for 
rejoicing with the angels over the 
many sinners who come to repent- 
ance. Why? Because mission expan- 
sion will cost these congregations 
more money — money which they say 
they sorely need themselves. 

5. The average congregation has 
no planned program of missionary 
education and information. How can 
a missionary spirit be cultivated if 
missions do not permeate the entire 
church program? 
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“The Good Old Days” 


At this point someone may think 
of “the good old days” of our church. 
Things were so much different then! 

Were they? Did our people give 
much more for missions — then? 


Dr. C. F. W. Walther and Treasurer 
J. F. Schuricht, Jr., wrote to the pas- 
tors and congregations of Synod in 
1866. President Walther said: 


Synod’s debts have doubled since 
two years and three months ago. How 
is that possible? It cannot be due to 
the poverty of our people. During the 
Civil War our farmers received very 
good prices for their crops. Incomes 
generally were very good. 

Don’t our people realize that the 
increased expenses of Synod are due 
to the increases Synod voted at its 
last convention? And haven’t we 
grown in membership since that con- 
vention? 

Honored delegates to Synod’s con- 
vention, you who represented the 
congregations of Synod, you who 
heard the story of the blessed work 
your Synod is doing, you who were 
so convinced that all this was neces- 
sary, and voted greater sums to pro- 
vide for our growing needs, did you, 
upon returning home from the con- 
vention, tell your brothers and sisters 
in the faith the story you heard at the 
convention? 

And finally, you richly blessed 
members of our congregations, blessed 
both in the material and the spiritual, 
have you recognized your duty and 
done all in your power to meet it? 
Or did you think that the work of 
Synod is a matter of concern only 
for the pastors? 

Can it be that many of you did 
not know how necessary your help 
and offerings are and therefore did 
not realize the gravity of the situa- 
tion? Isn’t it rather true that in the 
face of the deplorable condition of 
Synod’s treasury all of us have good 
reason to bow before God and confess 
our neglect? Will not our children 
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yet unborn and our own country one 
day blame us because we failed God 
and them in neglecting to pass the 
true and eternal riches on to others? 


Treasurer Schuricht asked pastors 
whether they had thrown into their 
circular files the letters regarding 
Synod’s embarrassed financial posi- 
tion. He did not believe that the lay 
delegates to the convention could 
have refrained from talking about the 
convention if they had actually heard 
the story of their church’s_ work. 
Therefore he asks: “Habt ihr ge- 
schnarcht?” (Did you snore?) 

. Turn” 


SS SeCrCH aad emer. 02 


To become better stewards of the 
Gospel, we must “search and try our 
ways.” Does Christ reign in our 
hearts without a rival? Have we 
given our lives to Him? Do we find 
our greatest delight in doing His will 
in all things? Are we really interested 
in the salvation of others? 

If we honestly try our ways and 
“turn to the Lord” with our failures 
to do His will, He will pardon us for 
Jesus’ sake. Our love for Him will 
glow anew. Our foremost question 
will be: “Lord, what wilt Thou have 
me to do?” Our hearts will be filled 
with true compassion for those who 
are yet without Christ. 


Mission of the Church 


The purpose of the church is two- 
fold: (1) to provide fellowship and 
mutual edification for her members; 
(2) to proclaim the saving Gospel to 
all who are without Christ. 

As the members of the church 
grow up in Christ, they are to go out 
for Christ. The two cannot be sep- 
arated. Growing up in Christ through 
the study and preaching of God’s 
Word has as its consequence the shar- 
ing of that Word in all the world. 

Someone has said that we ought to 
talk about the mission of the church 
rather than the missions of the church. 
Our people must become convinced 
that the mission of the church is mis- 
sions, that they have a mission to 
fulfill as well as missions to establish 
and support. 

The church is essentially the fel- 
lowship of all true believers in Christ, 
who are to make disciples of all na- 
tions. The church is truly missionary 
in character. She is out of character 
when missions are not a vital part of 
her mission. 


Power of the Spirit 


In striving to become better stew- 
ards of the Gospel we dare not forget 
that it is the Spirit who calls, gathers, 
enlightens, and sanctifies through the 
Gospel. Without the work of the Holy 
Spirit there can be no mission work. 
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Mission work is a spiritual enter- 
prise. Success in mission work is not 
achieved by might, nor by power, “but 
by My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.” 
And it is this same Holy Spirit who 
alone has power to make the individ- 
ual Christian, the Christian congrega- 
tion, and our church body see their 
missionary character and purpose. 


How often do we implore the Holy 
Spirit in our churches? Have we neg- 
lected Him and depended more on 
“drives,” special collections, and other 
devices to replenish our mission treas- 
uries? 

More Prayers Needed 


To fulfill our trust as stewards of 
the Gospel, we need to pray more 
fervently and frequently. The greater 
coming of Christ’s kingdom calls for 
more prayers. 

Paul earnestly asked for the pray- 
ers of his congregations. “Strive to- 
gether with me in your prayers to 
God for me,” he urged. “Pray for us,” 
the apostle pleaded, “that the Word 
of the Lord may have free course.” 

Prayer is a mighty factor in mis- 
sions. We need to pray for wisdom 
in our missionary planning, for God’s 
blessing on the work of all mission- 
aries, for His power in opening the 
hearts of those who hear the message 
of salvation, and for an increase of 
faith and knowledge in the hearts of 
the newly converted. 


Why have we a shortage of pas- 
tors, missionaries, and teachers? We 
have not prayed frequently, fervently, 
persistently enough. “Pray ye there- 
fore the Lord of the harvest,” Jesus 
said, “that He will send forth laborers 
into His harvest.” 


It Costs Money 


Andrew Fuller, who agreed to 
“hold the ropes while Carey went 
down into the pit of heathenism,” was 
one day soliciting money to support 
Carey’s missionary activities in India. 
A man whom he approached said: 
“Well, Dr. Fuller, seeing it’s you, I'll 
give five pounds.” 

“Seeing it is I, you will give noth- 
ing,” said Fuller in all earnestness. 
“But seeing it is the Lord Jesus 
Christ, how much will you give?” 

The man caught the spirit of the 
question. His face becoming suffused 
with the warmth of a great love, he 
said: “Seeing it is the Lord Jesus 
Christ, I will give fifty pounds.” 


There is a lesson for us in this 
story. When we are asked to give for 
missions, many of us say: “Synod, 
seeing it’s you, I’ll give five dollars. 
And, mind you, don’t come around 
again too soony’ After all... .” 


When will more of our people 
realize that it is Jesus who calls upon 
us to support the great cause of mis- 
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sions? When will more of us say te 
Him: “Seeing it’s You, I'll give five 
hundred — or five thousand”? 

To go into all the world costs 
money; just inquire at a travel bu 
reau. And since you or your con 
gregation cannot go into all the world 
you do the next best thing. You trai 
others who are willing to go for you 
You send them into all the world 
and provide for their needs. 


Year-Round Mission Program 


Our congregations will never ful 
fill their missionary mission until the 
develop a year-round program o 
missionary education. Missions must 
occupy a prominent part in ou 
preaching and teaching, in our ed 
ucational agencies, and in the organ 
izations of the parish. 


But how can all this be done? 
A study of mission-minded congrega 
tions shows that the pastor is gener 
ally the key man. He is dedicated ta 
missions, and his zeal gradually wins 
over educational agencies, organiza 
tions, and members. 

To try to develop a missionar 
spirit on the basis of an occasiona 
oratorical drenching is an impos 
sibility. The missionary plant mus 
strike deep roots if it is to grow 
blossom, and bear fruit. 


Blessed to Bless 


He who calls out to a perishing 
world, “Why will ye die?” looks to ug 
and asks: “Why do ye permit these 
to die? Did I not say, ‘Go’? The 
urgency of a world of men unprepared 
to meet their God requires actio 
now. I have chosen you.” 


God has blessed our church wit 
the rich treasures of the Gospel sd 
that we might fill the earth with the 
wondrous story of salvation. To ou 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 
with its 5,000 congregations and moré 
than two million members, the Lord 
calls out: “Enlarge the place of th 
tent spare not, lengthen th 
cords.” 


On to Victory 


The church of the living God i 
on the road to victory. No weapo 
formed against her shall prosper. Thé 
Holy Spirit is mightily at wor 
through men and in men. The Lore 
will give the increase. 

Let us, then, go forward with th 
breath of victory in our souls and th 
taste of victory on our lips. Ours i 
not a losing cause. It is the only one 
that can and will win in the end. The 
lengthening arm of our church’s mis: 
sionary enterprise at home and abroaé¢ 
is gathering thousands upon thousand, 
of souls for the Kingdom. 


And, according to all indications 
tomorrow will be better than toda} 


Pee 
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REPLACEMENT FOR SPECIAL FIELDS 


GRADUATES 


THE PRESIDENT 


he St. Paul Convention in retrospect 

is still a favorite topic of conversation 
when you meet someone who served as 
a delegate or who was a visitor to the 
convention. Again and again a person 
hears the statement that it was a won- 
derful, harmonious convention. In the 
last issue of the WITNESS we mentioned 
this in connection with the discussions 
on doctrinal and intersynodical matters. 
It applies equally well to the discussion 
of other issues before the convention. 
A person was impressed with the won- 
derful spirit of determination to do the 
Lord’s will. Some important, challeng- 
ing issues, which demand wholehearted, 
consecrated devotion to duty and greater 
sacrifices of time and talent and treas- 
ure, called for decision. Decisions were 
reached with remarkable unanimity. 


The Manpower Situation 


The convention had before it a re- 
port of a special committee appointed 
by the Board of Directors which had 
given many hours of very thorough 
study to the vexing problem of the 
acute shortage of pastors and teachers. 
Congregations which have experienced 
vacancies in their pulpits or in their 
schools know what difficulties this pre- 
sents. In some instances there have 
been long vacancies. The committee 
received instruction not merely to deter- 
mine the present needs and shortage — 
that would have been a simple assign- 
ment — but also to estimate, as far as 
this is possible, the manpower needs for 
the next decade. The committee based 
its estimates on the premise that God 
will continue to bestow grace on our 
_church and grant the same percentage 
of growth in the future as He has in 


the past. The experience of the past 
seemingly has established a definite 
pattern. The committee confined its 


projection to North America. This pre- 
sents Synod’s major need. 
God’s Wonderful Blessings 


God has granted our church won- 
Gerful growth. From 1946 to 1954 God 


granted Synod an increase of 588,158 
baptized and 316,262 communicant 
members. About 700 more pastors 
were participating in Synod’s work 


throughout the world, and 1,651 more 
teachers were instructing 29,818 more 
children in our Christian day schools. 
You may recall that at former con 


ven- 
tions we were told about the number 
of new mission stations which God 
permitted us to open annually. We 
rejoiced and thanked the Lord ‘vhen 
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we were told that we had reached an 
average of 100 new stations a year. 
The Houston Convention in 1953 en- 
couraged the Mission Board to strive 
for a goal of 120 new stations. 


The Population Increase 


Because of the pronounced increase 
in population, much, very much, mis- 
sion work lies ahead. Our Synod is 
about 2% of our country’s church 
population. This should mean that we 
assume the obligation (better stated, 
privilege) to offer the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to at least 2% of the population 
not affiliated with any church. The 
present number of unaffiliated is 
67,000,000. Our minimum responsibil- 
ity is for 1,340,000 of this total. To this 
must be added our share of the expected 
population increase during the coming 
decade. This is estimated at 28,000,000. 
Our share of these to be reached is 
560,000. Adding our share of the 
present unchurched population and our 
share of the anticipated increase, we 
have our minimum total share, num- 
bering 1,900,000 souls to whom we 
should bring the message of salvation. 


Population Thrusts 


To the above we must add the great 
shifts in our population. We have expe- 
rienced tremendous population thrusts, 
e. g., along the West Coast, the South- 
east, the Southwest. A person who 
returns to these sections after only a 
year or two, or even after several 
months, is overwhelmed by the enor- 
mous changes. And just think what is 
happening in our cities. What expan- 
sion! What housing projects! What 
new suburban areas! 

The Christian views all the facts 
mentioned above not merely as so many 
new and wonderful developments nor 
merely as sO many more people, but 
as sO many sin-lost but blood-bought 
souls whom we must reach with the 
Gospel of our blessed Redeemer. If we 
are eager to share the precious Gospel 
with others, we positively must continue 
to open new mission stations. During 
the past decade we were privileged to 
open 1,050 such stations. The things 
which are happening before our eyes 
should move us to think in terms of 
the unanimous and challenging resolu- 
tion adopted by the St. Paul Convention 


“that we encourage Synod’s Home Mis- 


sion Board to strive toward a minimum 
goal of 1,350 new stations during the 
next decade” and “that all District Mis- 
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YOUR SYNOD 


sion Boards be encouraged to co-operate | 
with Synod’s Home Mission Board in 
achieving this objective.” 


Other Factors to be Considered 


The reader will readily conclude, 
and rightly so, that if we establish more 
missions, we shall need more pastors 
and missionaries. The opening of 1,050 
new mission stations during the past 
decade demanded an increasing number 
of men. If by God’s grace we shall 
open 1,350 new stations during the 
coming decade, we shall need an even 
greater number of additional men. 

Furthermore, we must consider that 
annually God calls some workers home | 
and that some retire because of ad- 
vanced years or sickness. Annually 
about 100 replacements are needed. 
Again, we must have men who serve 
as professors, as assistant pastors, as 
missionaries in foreign fields, as institu- 
tional missionaries, as student service 
pastors, as pastors serving in Synodical 
Conference missions, as chaplains in 
the military forces, as professors at 
Valparaiso University, as pastors serving 
either Synod or Districts full time, etc. 
At present the total number of pastors 
in such special fields is 625. The special 
committee to study the manpower situa- 
tion estimates that we shall need an 
additional 130 men for these special 
fields. 


How Shall We Obtain Workers? 


Synod must train a greater number 
of workers if it wishes to carry out the 
Saviors. great commission. We _ are 
grateful to God that at the close of the. 
1956 school year 2,476 were reported 
to be studying to be pastors and mis- 
sionaries and 1,165 were enrolled at our 
teachers colleges. That will mean more 
candidates. However, it will not be a 
sufficient number. For that reason our 
convention considered the demand “that 
the totality of our colleges’ facilities be 
used in training professional students” 
and resolved “that Synod urge its mem- 
ber congregations, pastors, and teachers 
to be active in recruiting students in 
such numbers that Synod’s institutions 
can grant priority of admission to 
qualified professional training students 
in all cases where valuable capacity is’ 
now in use for nonprofessional stu- 
dents.” : 

Let us pray God to grant gifted 
boys of good Christian character, with 
proper personalities and a spirit of con- 
secration to serve the Lord in the noble 
calling of the holy ministry. 


JOHN W. BEHNKEN 
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A Goodly Heritage 


Psalm 16:6: “The lines are fallen 
to me in pleasant places; yea, I have 
oodly heritage.” 


is human nature to complain. 
Things seldom seem to be exactly as 

would like them. The weather is 
- to our liking: in the summer, too 
(; in the winter, too cold. We wish 
t_ we had a better job, or at least 
lifferent one. Household chores are 
rudgery; we wish that somehow life 
uld be a bit more glamorous, more 
iting. Our car is not as new, our 
use is not as pretentious, as our 
ghbor’s; why do all the “breaks” 
m to come to other people. 

And so we are apt to go on, feel- 
sorry for ourselves, envying others, 
arding ourselves as fortune’s step- 
Id. How differently we would 
ange our lives, our surroundings, if 

only had the power! 

It is human nature, perhaps, to 
son thus — but it is not the Chris- 
n way. And we Christians, ever and 
in, need to remind ourselves of 
tt fact. Prone to complain as we 
, we should bring ourselves up 
yrt with the remembrance of our 
ssings. Then we shall find less rea- 
1 to find fault — with our surround- 
's, With our associates, with God. 

Blessings surround us on every 
id. Daily God “loadeth us with 
1efits.” Luther, in his Small Cat- 
lism, enumerates them as including 
Ous spouse, pious children, good 
yvernment, good weather, peace, 
lth, discipline, honor, good friends, 
thful neighbors, and the like.” It 
ms that every one of these blessings 
plies to us. 

The Psalmist said it more poeti- 
ly: “The lines are fallen unto me 
pleasant places.” We shall do well 
think of all the pleasant places into 
ich God has directed our path when 
xt we begin to complain. 

And thus we must say with the 
almist: “Yea, I have a goodly herit- 
>.” Our pleasant home and family: 
r fair and prosperous land; the 
's of work and leisure — all these 
ong to the earthly heritage we have 
eived from God’s bounteous hand. 
But we have a still better heritage: 
_ forgiven, a Father reconciled, 
aven opened — through faith in the 
ning cross. This heritage is our 
sent possession, our future hope. 


Tuomas COATES 


IGUST 28, 1956 


Words of Life 
> 


“And He called them” 
MATTHEW 4:21 


either the Old Testament nor the 

New Testament has an especial 
term to describe the miracle which 
happens when the holy God “calls” 
men to Himself; both use an ordinary, 
garden-variety word, as common as 
our English verb “call.” 


The word “call” gets all its color 
and its glory from the Person who 
calls and from the purpose for which 
He calls. 


When Matthew used the word to 
describe the gathering of the disciples 
by Jesus, the word already had a long 
history which marked it as a vehicle 
of God’s grace. 


When Paul says that God called 
him “by His grace,” he is merely spell- 
ing out plainly something which at his 
time was in the word itself. 

God called Abraham to make him 
the father of His people and of all 
believers: “I called him alone and 
blessed him and increased him.” 


God called Moses to be the de- 
liverer and the leader of His people 
Israel. 


He called the prophets to declare 
His will and His love to His people 
and to bring them back to Him. 


He called His Servant to minister 
to His people and to die for their sins, 
to give Him as “a Covenant of the 
people, for a Light of the Gentiles.” 


God’s love for His people is ex- 
pressed in the fact that He called 
them: “When Israel was a child, then 
I loved him, and called My son out of 
Egypt.” “Fear thou not,” He tells His 
people; “for I am with thee,” for of 
Israel He can say: “Thou, Israel, art 
My servant . . . whom I have taken 
from the ends of the earth and called 
thee from the chief men thereof.” 


God calls by His grace and unto 
His grace; He has prepared His mar- 
riage feast in lavish fullness and sends 
forth His servants to call all men to 
the wedding. That there should be 
those who can refuse that call is the 


dark and satanic mystery of man’s sin. . 


For us who have heeded it there can 
be no life but this: that we clothe our- 
selves in the wedding garment of His 
creative grace and make our words 
and deeds a song of praise to Him 
“who hath saved us, and called us with 
an holy calling.” 


MARTIN H. FRANZMANN 
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Table of Duties 


LU 


Site most of us enjoy eating, the 
word “table” usually reminds us of 
food. However, many of our readers 
will think of something quite different 
when they read the caption: “Table of 
Duties.” Their minds will revert to 
Luther’s Small Catechism. 

The subheading of the “Table” 
reads: “Certain passages of Scripture 
for various holy orders and estates 
whereby these are severally to be ad- 
monished as to their office and duty.” 

Here, then, are the source, scope, 
and purpose of the Table. 

The source: “certain passages of 
Scripture.” Note that this entire sec- 
tion in the Catechism is composed of 
Scripture passages. This again em- 
phasizes the Lutheran principle that 
the Word of God is our sole guide for 
faith and life. 

The scope: “for various holy 
orders and estates.” Luther con- 
tended, as Scripture contends, that any 
God-pleasing office or work is as holy 
as that of the priesthood. Conse- 
quently the Table of Duties for vari- 
ous holy orders and estates includes 
not only what Scripture has to say to 
pastors and preachers, but also Bible 
passages which define the duties of 
those who hear the Word; government 
and citizens; husbands and wives; par- 
ents and children; employers and em- 
ployees; the youth, the widows, and 
all in common. 

In short, if you are anywhere be- 
tween the cradle and the grave, the 
Table of Duties will outline your duty 
as a Christian in your walk of life. 

The purpose: “whereby these are 
severally to be admonished as to their 
office and duty.” 

Man is justified by faith alone 
(Rom. 3:28). Man is saved by grace 
alone, and his works and deeds accom- 
plish nothing toward meriting his sal- 
vation (Eph. 2:8). Yet, this truth is 
not a license for sin and idleness but 
rather the motivation toward a sincere 
effort to live for Him who died for us 
and rose again (Rom. 12:1). — That’s 
why Luther compiled this list of Bible 
passages “whereby all are to be ad- 
monished as to their office and duty.” 

Future articles in this column will 
present a select number of these Bible 
passages with the hope and prayer that 
they may enable you to see your 
Christian duty in your station of life 
more clearly and encourage you to 
perform the same in love to Him who 
first loved us. 


Artuur E. Grat 


EDITORIALS 


Good Leadership 


Good leadership is essential to the success of any 
organization. History is largely a record of the leadership 
which great men and women brought to bear on their 
fellow citizens, workers, or members. 


Congregational life cannot flow smoothly without the 
consecration and vision of leaders who inspire and enlist 
their fellow Christians for service to Christ. 


For this caliber of leadership, men and women must 
pray and strive; it does not come naturally. Good leaders 
seek the help of God and lean on His sufficient grace. They 
also respect the right of their group to make their own 
decisions. In the hands of God faith, consecration, vision, 
and humility are transformed into power for effective 
leadership. 


A Priceless Blessing 


A new law in Egypt, effective at the end of the year, 
requiring all Christian schools to teach the Islamic religion 
to their Moslem students is posing problems for Presby- 
terian, Anglican, and Roman Catholic schools in that 
country. The Presbyterian and Anglican schools have an- 
nounced they will comply with the new legislation, since 
failure to do so would mean government confiscation of 
their institutions. The Roman Catholic archbishop, accord- 
ing to news dispatches, is expected to tell President Nasser 
that Catholic teachers cannot give Islamic instruction and 
that if the law is pushed to the limit, an exodus of Moslems 
from all Catholic schools may be expected. 

What a blessing that religious instruction in church 
schools in America can be carried on unhindered by 
governmental decrees, that rights of consciences are not 
violated as those of Presbyterians and Anglicans in Egypt 
must be! Do we perhaps take the priceless religious liberty 
we enjoy for granted? Are we sufficiently appreciative of 
this blessing? In his explanation of the Fifth Petition, 
Luther includes under “daily bread” the plea for “good 
government.” Are we always aware of this entreaty when 
we pray the Lord’s Prayer? 


Guard Those Little Ones 


Leading children to Jesus is a difficult task. They are 
flesh born of the flesh and therefore enemies of God by 
nature, though differing in ability and temperament. Both 
in the home and in the school an exceeding abundance of 
wisdom, intuition, patience, and perseverance is needed to 
achieve the ized results. 


Leading cnildren to Jesus is a blessed work. It brings 
to children © priceless blessings procured by our Savior 
by His self-soc»ifcing atonement. Neither wealth nor fame 


can ever reci..))ense a child for the lack of a good Chris- 
tian training. |: you could do nothing more for your child 
than to rear him as a devout child of God, you may rightly 
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feel that by the grace of God you have achieved the nobles 
purpose on earth. 


Leading children to Jesus is a serious business. It 
imposed upon our conscience, both as parents and as 
church. To neglect the spiritual care of our own flesh an 
blood, or to permit the lambs of the flock to roam abo 
without adequate spiritual food, is sinful. Luther one 
called such neglect the quickest way of earning damnatio 
What excuse have parents for neglecting this vital work 


Guarding the little ones means beginning early 
directing their hearts and thoughts upward to their Go 
and Maker, letting the Word of Christ dwell richly in th 
home, watching over the associations and companionship 
of the children, giving fullest co-operation to church an 
school, and, above all, praying for the children, for th 
pastor, for the teacher. 


Children are impressionable. Therefore give them th 
right impressions as long as you have control over the 
and set them a good example. That is one of life’s nobles 
tasks and one upon which the blessings of heaven wi 
surely rest. 


New Column 


WITNESS readers will regret the termination of Dr. Wil 
liam Arndt’s “And Jesus Said” column, which has bee 
a regular feature of the Witness for 91 issues. Sine 
Dr. Arndt has taken the assignment to aid our Britis 
Lutherans in establishing a seminary in England (see pic 
ture on page 13), he requested that his meditations o 
the recorded words of Jesus end with the August 14 issue 


When the series began on November 25, 1952, the Wit 
NEss stated: “We are pleased that Dr. Arndt has consente 
to write these meditations on the words of Jesus, for w 
know that they will increase the faith and strengthen th 
spiritual life of our readers.” Favorable comments fro 
correspondents have shown that this labor of love by 
Synod’s foremost New Testament exegete was warml 
appreciated. We hope that Concordia Publishing Hous 
will see fit to make these meditations available in boo 
form for private devotions. 


The Witness is happy to state that Dr. Thomas Coates 
president of Concordia College, Portland, Oreg., ane 
Dr. Martin Franzmann of our St.Louis Seminary wi 
continue the devotionals on the Psalms and the word 
studies of the New Testament. Both have presented schol 
arly interpretations for the mind and rich fare for the so 


Newcomer on the triple-column page is Prof. Arth 
Graf of our Springfield Seminary. Graduate of our synod 
ical schools at Austin, Tex., Concordia, Mo., and St. Louis 
student at Pennsylvania University and the Presbyteria1 
Theological Seminary at Austin, Professor Graf, afte! 
a rich ministry, is teaching in the areas of pastoral coun; 
seling, stewardship, and missions. The W1TNEss commend 
his contributions to its readers as an aid to a deeper under 
standing of God’s directives for Christian living and spir 
itual growth. | 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES;, 
Se 


. 


-~-OOSE LEAVES 


“The Anvil Is Unharmed — The Hammer Is Gone” 


The birds are a lively, busy lot. Some of them are a bit 
f a nuisance, too. 

Most dominant in our vicinity is the drumming of a 
voodpecker. By the sound of his incessant riddling one 
an discern that, oddly enough, he is hammering on some 
trip of metal. Having listened to him for several days, 

stepped outside to view this creature. Finally I spied 
lim away up on the cross atop the church tower. There he 
its from early morning till late in the day, hammering 
way at the cross, rat-a-tat, rat-a-tat, pausing occasionally 
0 cry out, “Wheecha, wheecha,” as though he were calling 
or help or muttering angry indignation at his futile task. 
ometimes it sounds as though he were shouting, 
Preacher, preacher, preacher,” as though he were trying 
o draw me into the wrangle. 

I don’t believe he will get very far. I don’t believe he 
vill penetrate copper. I don’t believe he will harm the 
ross; he will only harm his bill. Sooner or later he will 
ive it up as a bad job. Why doesn’t he select the trunk 
f some needy tree and deftly ferret out the grubs and 
he vermin that harm its growth? 

But how like so many of us human beings he is! They 
uss and fume at the Cross. They complain of its sturdiness 
nd criticize its stubbornness. They whine and complain 
nd sometimes curse. Sooner or later they will yield. You 
annot conquer the Cross. You cannot fight God and win. 
Nhy not be constructive, then, and render to God and man 
_ service that will bring joy to your heart and soul? — 
\LFRED Fautstick, Pastor, Redeemer Church, Oakmont, Pa. 


Fraternities and Sororities 


Several months ago somebody told me that I should 
ay something about fraternities and sororities, both on 
he high school level as well as in the colleges and uni- 
ersities. Since I have watched them quite closely for 
nore than a decade, I naturally was very much interested 
n the suggestion. Personally I feel that on the high school 
vel fraternities and sororities are an unmitigated and 
nadulterated nuisance. They should be eliminated from 
ur educational program just as quickly as possible. They 
ave no reason for their existence. In fact, my experience 
ndicates that many of the problems and difficulties in high 
chools come from these secret or semi-secret organiza- 
ions that frequently indulge in activities which not only 
ave nothing to do with the educational process, but may 
ften be completely opposed to any sound education. 

On the college level this story is somewhat different. 
Vhile some fraternities and sororities manifest the same 
veaknesses and failings which are evident on the high 
chool level, it is also true that especially on a campus 
ike ours they make an important and significant con- 
ribution to the life of a school. The difference lies in the 
act that they provide living quarters for small, cohesive, 
nd compact groups. The friendships formed in these 
raternity and sorority houses are among the most valuable 
nemories of college life. Of course, also on the college 
evel one must constantly watch for evidences of snob- 
yishness, discrimination, and exclusiveness. . . . Choices 
re based entirely on character, leadership, and compat- 
bility. This means that the groups can make a real con- 
ribution to the common life of the entire University, and 
must say that in most cases they have done that at 
Jalparaiso with remarkable vigor and effectiveness. — 
). P. KretzmMann in Walther League Messenger. 
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Question: Where does the human soul come from? Is it 
given by God at the time of conception or birth, or is it in 
some way inherited from the souls of the parents? 


Answer: This is an old theological problem on 
which the Bible is silent. Some theologians have held 
that each human soul is a new creation of God 
(creationism), while others maintain that both soul 
and body of each child are received from God through 
the parents (traducianism). The Lutheran Confes- 
sions are silent on this problem. Martin Luther made 
no public statement concerning it, but privately he 
leaned toward traducianism. Dr. Francis Pieper 
called the matter an open question. 

Traducianism is favored because it more nearly 
expresses the Bible doctrine that the whole child, 
soul and body, is sinful and unclean by conception 
and birth (Ps.51:5; Eph. 2:3). The acceptance of 
creationism might influence a Christian to believe 
that the newly created soul of a child becomes sinful 
at the instant of conception (Ps. 51:5) and might also 
leave the impression that God creates the souls of 
children in a sinful condition, which is unthinkable. 
This fear of giving a false impression has led con- 
servative theologians to lean toward traducianism. 

This problem has no bearing on your faith. You 
can believe either way as long as you regard God as 
the Creator of every child and that every child, be- 
cause of its sinful conception and birth, is in need of 
being born again of water and the Spirit (John 3:3, 5). 


Question: What is the explanation of the term ‘‘sanctified”’ 
in the passage “‘The unbelieving husband is sanctified by 
the wife’ (1 Cor. 7:14)? 


Answer: The Apostle himself does not explain 
the term. Self-evidently the expression “is [has 
been] sanctified” does not refer to the personal sanc- 
tification of the unbeliever, neither in the broad 
sense to the entire work of the Holy Ghost, as in 
1 Cor.'6:11, nor in the narrow sense of holy living, 
as Luther uses it in the explanation of the Third 
Article. Entering into marriage with a Christian 
does not make an unbeliever holy in the sight of 
God. The Holy Spirit makes him holy through the 
Gospel. Hence “sanctified” must have a special sense 
here. By being married to a Christian spouse, an 
unbeliever is taken out of his pagan environment and 
becomes a partaker of the blessings of a Christian 
marriage, which in time may even lead to his con- 
version (1 Peter 3:1,2). The family life in such a 
mixed marriage will be conducted on a far higher 
level than in 2 pagan marriage. Similar blessings 
also come to the children of such a marriage. With 
regard to their persons, they are “children of wrath 
by nature, even as others” (Eph. 2:3) and need to be 
born again by water and the Spirit (John 3:5); yet 
they grow up in a Christian atmosphere (cp. Timothy, 
Acts 16:1-3) and receive a far nobler rearing than 
children from a pagan marriage, even when they are 
not brought to Baptism until later. O.E. S. 
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Convention 


By ALFRED P. KLAUSLER, Editor, Walther League Messenger 


A section of ‘‘the world’s largest hay ride, 


total of 2,449 Walther Leaguers 
A registered for the 1956 conven- 

tion of Synod’s international 
youth organization, which met on the 
campus of Iowa State College, Ames, 
Iowa, July 22—26. 

This noteworthy statistic is only 
one of many recorded at the 64th an- 
nual convention of the League: 6,500 
heard Dr. John W. Behnken’s stirring 
sermon at the opening service in 
Clyde Williams Field; 3,100 viewed 
the Sunday evening pageant, “The 
Song of Deborah,” by Rev. Robert H. 
Clausen; an average of 2,300 attended 
daily matins in the gymnasium, where 
Student Pastor Edward Wessling 
spoke on contemporary themes; the 
Leaguers studied God’s Word in 60 
Bible classes and workshops during 
daily two-hour sessions; 2,500 assem- 

. bled on the campus each day for ves- 
pers led by Rev. Elmer N. Witt; 3,500 
listened to the Choral Union concert; 
2,000 participated in a daily recrea- 
tional program; and 2,401 enjoyed the 
world’s largest hay ride. 

Leaguers voted an all-time high 
of $97,800 for their 1956—57 budget 
and $15,000 for improvements in their 
Chicago headquarters building. The 
League’s receipts last year totaled 
$101,000, 

After a week-long study of family 
life, the delegates adopted a resolu- 
tion calling for a $20,000 family-life 
fund to be raised after January 1, 
1957. This “Church and Home” pro- 
gram aims to give the modern family 
a Christian “face lifting” and to pro- 
vide teams of Home Mission Builders 
for the building of mission chapels in 
the Southern California, Alberta and 
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a feature of the Ames convention 


British Columbia, and _ Florida- 
Georgia Districts of Synod. 

Executive Director Witt presented 
one of the 11 youth caravans now on 
tour throughout the U.S. and Canada. 

Membership Secretary W. F. Wei- 
herman reported the addition of 265 
Walther League societies in the past 
years, bringing to 4,025 the League’s 
total society membership. 

Reporting on the progress of the 
Foreign Mission Builders, H. Dixon 
Hemma, secretary of the Walther 


League’s business department, stated 
that the synodical Board for Missions 
in Foreign Countries is deeply ap- 
preciative of the League’s contribu- 
tion. He also announced that receipts 
from 1956 Wheat Ridge Christmas 


Seals had exceeded $400,000 and th 
the Wheat Ridge Foundation has ex4#} 
panded its work to Africa, Hon; 
Kong, India, and Japan. 

The convention set up a progran 
of preparation for Leaguers enterin 
military service. The League will co 
operate with the synodical Arme 
Services Commission. 

A new program for youth leader- 
ship training at the college level wa: 
described by Pastor Witt. Working 
with the Lutheran Laymen’s League 
Synod’s Board for Young People’ 
Work, and Valparaiso University 
where the program begins this Sep 
tember, the Walther League will at 
tempt to supply trained youth leader 
to congregations, circuits, or Districts 

Carl Heldt, Evansville, Ind., an 
Melvin Piepenbrink, Fort Wayne, 
Ind., were returned to office as presi- 
dent and treasurer respectively. Ex- 
ecutive board members Ben Jorns, 
Preston, Kans., and Paul Lewis, Mem-' 
phis, Tenn., won re-election. The 
delegates named Louise Weyer, Dun- 
ellen, N. J., secretary; Marie Braesel, 
Junction City, Kans., assistant sec- 
retary. 

Perhaps the most memorable part: 
of the Ames convention was the op- 
portunity for Leaguers to join in’ 
worship. For the matins, long lines — 
sometimes stretched along three 
blocks — crowded into the gymna- 
sium. In the dormitories the coun- 
selors led evening devotions. 

Sports activities and games were 
afternoon features every day. 

For the Choral Union concert, 475 
singers massed on the stage. Gerhard 
Schroth was the director. 

Convinced that a campus conven- 
tion is a wise stewardship of time, 
talent, and money, the delegates voted 
to hold the 1957 Walther League con- 
vention at Oklahoma A. & M. College, 
Stillwater, Okla., August 11—15. 


PYLE 


6,500 attended the opening service in Clyde Williams Stadium to hear Dr. J. w. Behnken ask 


for more Christian youth to combat juvenile delinquency 
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aunch out into the deep” were 

the words with which Presi- 
| dent John W. Behnken key- 
vated the opening of the 1956 Fiscal 
onference held at Concordia Semi- 
iry, St.Louis, July 31—August 2. 
e reminded the 160 representatives 
our 32 North American Districts 
at while the waters of our sinful 
orld are deep and troubled, our 
9rd and Savior would be with us 
cording to His promise. And be- 
use as followers of His we are all 
shers of men, our President chal- 
nged these leaders of our church to 
ply as did the fisherman disciple: 
Viaster .. . at Thy word I will let 
ywn the net.” The prayer that fol- 
wed the address pleaded for re- 
its comparable to those obtained by 
ster and his friends. 

The reliance of the conference on 
e divine presence and promise was 
early evident not only in the glow- 
g reports from our world-wide mis- 
on fields and the crowding ranks of 
ir trainees in colleges and semi- 
ries, but also in the unhesitating 
;ceptance of another history-mak- 
g budget for the fiscal year 1957. 
fter two days of hearings in which 
ie conference was divided into seven 
coups for freer and more detailed 
scussion of requests and problems, 
e budget committee proposed and 
e conference accepted, unani- 
ously, the total projection of 
4,200,000 to cover all anticipated 
sts of synodical work in the year 
ginning February 1, 1957. 

Gratifying as this action was, 
ere was even greater satisfaction 
seeing the various Districts, despite 
rikes and drought and poor crops, 
aderwrite the entire amount re- 
iested. Even though the prospect 
' balancing the 1956 budget could 
> viewed only with cautious opti- 
ism, these men of God could see no 
her course of action open to them 
ccept to laumch even farther out 
90n the sea of the world, knowing 
iat the ever-present Master would 
ess not only this proposed financial 
fort but also the ingathering of 
any more immortal souls. 

In line with the decision made at 
ie All-Visitors’ Conference of 1955, 
1 needed capital items will be in- 
uded in the regular budget, as was 
so the case in the 1956 allocations. 
he total represents an increase of 
) per cent over the budgetary goal 
r 1956 but is far below the 42 per 
mt rise in the 1956 figure as com- 
ured with 1955. 
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-Launch Out Into the Deep” 


ek By WILLIAM A, DREWS 


Secretary of the Fiscal Conference 


The new Vice-President of Synod, 
Dr. Oliver Harms of Houston, Tex., 
was elected chairman of the confer- 
ence, succeeding Dr. F. Hertwig, who 
declined re-election as Vice-Presi- 
dent at the recent convention of 
Synod. The conference named the 
writer secretary to succeed Dr. W. C. 
Birkner. 

In his closing address, Dr. Behn- 
ken reminded the brethren of the 
Savior’s promise that in the power 
of the Holy Spirit we can and we 
shall be His witnesses at home and 
abroad, that while the love for our 


SUMMARIZED TABULATION 
OF SYNOD’S BUDGET 
FOR 1957 


NMEISSIONS 520 eS) 5869621 
Higher Education __ Seid o00stae 
Support and Pensions 1,350,000 
Financial Administra- 
tion and General 
Expenses+2. 2 
Contingent Reserve . 
Stewardship and Mis- 
sionary Education 
Administrative Offices 
and Boards 
Parish Education 
Young People’s Work - 
Standing and Special 
Committees _ 
Social Welfare _.._._. 


492,405 
481,922 


201,500 


142,400 
138,480 


Total of Synod’s Budget 
for Kingdom Work 
in 1957 «$14,200,000 


precious Savior is the motivating in- 
fluence in our work, we must not for- 
get to look to the Holy Ghost as the 
source of spiritual power. He will 
make the figures take on life and 
give success to our efforts. 

In the stewardship meeting that 
followed the conference, Rev. John 
E. Herrmann, Stewardship Counselor 
of Synod, urged that this history- 
making budget, as now compiled and 
recorded on paper, be written on the 
hearts of our 1,344,000 members and, 
at the end of 1957, in the record of 
the church we love. 


IMPRESSIONS 


“T left the Fiscal Conference with 
humility because I was again re- 
minded how abundantly God has 
blessed our church; with pride in my 
church and its leaders, men who again 
gave evidence of their resolve to obey 
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ineir Lord’s command to go ‘into all 
the world’; with the realization that 
tne program for 1957 would have been 
expanded considerably if I and some 
of my fellow Christians had given 


greater evidence of our love for 
Christ’s cause here on earth.” — Fred 
A. Schurmann, Delegate, Atlantic 
District. 


“The 1954 conference was charac- 
terized by the desire for a change in 
our fiscal policies; 1955, by a spirit of 
courage which was ready to venture 
on a new way; 1956, by joy born of 
the confidence that we are on the 
right road and that God has been 


blessing our efforts.’—Lloyd H. 
Goetz, President, North Wisconsin 
District. 


“Missions must be given priority 
in setting the budget.’ Again and 
again this statement was made. The 
determination to provide funds to 
preach and teach the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ by word of mouth and the 
printed page, over radio and televi- 
sion, made it evident that Synod is 
carrying out the real purpose of the 
Christian church.” — Horace Erdman, 
Field Executive, Ontario District. 

“The 1956 Fiscal Conference was 
outstanding because the membership 
was divided into smaller groups to 
consider the reports of the various 
committees. This procedure gave the 
members a deeper insight into Synod’s 
operations. As a result, the adopted 
budget is more realistic than any of 
the past.” — John Luecke, New Or- 
leans, La., Delegate, Southern Dis- 
trict. 

“By the grace of God it has been 
my privilege to attend every Fiscal 
Conference of our Synod since 1924. 
Our 1956 Fiscal Conference, in my 
opinion, was the best ever. Through- 
out our many sessions we operated 
as Christians consecrated to the great- 
est cause on earth, our Savior’s cause. 
This spirit brought a real thrill to my 
old synodical-budget-tuned heart and 
furnished me with some real take- 
home pay. I left the meeting with 
a prayer to the Head of our church 
to let me share this God-generated 
joy with all my fellow Christians. 
I am now looking forward to the 
opportunities to share and to spend 
this wonderful take-home pay.” — 
Andrew Zeile, President, Michigan 
District. 

“The 1956 Fiscal Conference is 
history — marvelous history! Unity of 
spirit and unanimity of purpose were 
evident. The Fiscal Conference fo- 
cused our vision far beyond the dol- 
lars of the budget to the blessings of 
God on our offerings. I believe the 
optimism, faith, courage, and confi- 
dence demonstrated at the St. Louis 
Fiseal Conference will reflect them- 
selves in increased consecration 
within car church.”—Clarence M. 
Amline, Member, Board of Directors. 
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President John W. Behnken left 
St. Louis August 15 on a mission to 
two continents and Pacific islands. He 
will make 11 scheduled stops on his 
23,360-mile flight, delivering more 
than 30 sermons, addresses, and talks 
before he returns to Seattle, Wash., 
September 24. 

The 40-day trip grew out of an 
“urgent invitation from our brethren 
in Australia,’ Dr. Behnken told the 
WITNESS, and a request from Synod’s 
Board for Foreign Missions to “bring 
encouragement and inspiration” to 
our missionaries in Hawaii, China, 
India, Japan, and the Philippines. 

At a conference of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Australia he will 
clarify the Missouri’ Synod’s position 
on doctrine and practice. 

“I felt compelled to accept the in- 
vitation to Australia,” President 
Behnken emphasized, “because cer- 
tain printed and oral statements about 
our church body have created among 
the brethren in Australia the impaae 
sion that the Missouri Synod is leav- 


ing its doctrinal moorings and is 
becoming more liberal in its practice.” 

The ELCA, founded by German 
immigrants who sought religious free- 
dom in Australia in 1838, as did their 
fellow Lutherans in America, is affil- 
iated with the Missouri Synod and 
the Synodical Conference. 

“ce 1 

We have altar and pulpit fellow- 
ship with the ELCA,” Dr. Beh nken 


pointed out. “We call men from their 
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churches and commune their mem- 
bers at our altars, as they do ours.” 

On August 27 Synod’s President 
will address a joint conference of the 
ELCA and the UELCA (United Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of Australia). 
These groups have reached complete 
doctrinal accord but differ on prac- 
tical issues, notably in regard to the 
Lutheran World Federation, in which 
the UELCA holds membership. 

En route to Australia Dr. Behnken 
will make a stopover at Hawaii to 
meet with fellow workers there. After 
his 12-day mission in Australia he 
will make his first visit to churches 
and pastors of Asia. 

“T look forward to this experience,” 
said Synod’s presiding officer, “be- 
cause it will be the opening of a new 
world to me and will give me first- 
hand information on the work done 
by our missionaries in foreign fields, 
which I have always greatly admired 
from a distance.” 

Accompanying Dr. Behnken will 
be his daughter Helen with her sec- 
retarial notebooks, for he carries with 
him many of his regular duties and 
prepares thoroughly for every ad- 
dress. 

“The Board of Directors did not 
want me to go alone,” he added with 
a smile, “so my secretary will also be 
looking after her dad.” 

August 17 Dr. Behnken met with 
the California Concordia’s Electoral 
Board for the election of a president. 


era, 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


Christian H. Ahrens, 72, of Pin 
Bluff, Ark., who together with hi 
wife established a trust fund to pro 
vide scholarships for Missouri Syno 
ministerial students (see July 1¢ 
1955, WirTNEss, page 12), died Au 
gust 8 of a heart attack. 


RANDY VAN 


Rev. Arnold F. Krentz, superintendent of th 
Lutheran Deaconess Association of the Synod 
ical Conference, congratulates new officers o 
the Lutheran Deaconess Conference (I. to r.) 
president, Miss Dorothy Gohr of Baltimore 
deaconess with the Lutheran Mission Society 
of Maryland; board member at large, Miss 
Dolores Hackwelder, with Lutheran City Mis- 
sions of St. Louis; and treasurer, Miss Irme 
Pflueger, parish deaconess, Malverne, N. Y. 


The Lutheran Deaconess Confer- 
ence held its annual meeting in Saint 
Louis, July 9—11. Thirty-seven of 
the 83 deaconesses in the Synodical 
Conference attended as well as two 
student deaconesses from the Valpa- 
raiso Chapter House; also members 
of the Deaconess Auxiliary of Saint 
Louis, hostesses for the meeting 
which promotes professional growth, 
provides fellowship, and conducts the 
business of the conference. Special 
guests were a group of men and 
women from the Mennonite Church, 
with headquarters in Newton, Kans., 
who are studying the Synodical Con- 
ference Deaconess program. Dea- 
conesses from the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church and: from the 
Methodist Church were also present 
at the sessions. 

Dr. John W. Behnken, President 
of the Missouri Synod, in his address 
recalled the work of German deacon- 
esses whom he had met in Munich at 
a children’s home. He encouraged the 
deaconesses meeting in the Lutheran 
Building to continue their services. 

The conference adopted an officil 
summer uniform. Like the wint 


aiform, it will be navy blue; but it 
1 be a two-piece dress rather than 
uit as for winter. The group voted 
- continue compulsory membership 
r deaconesses in Synod’s Pension 
lan. After one year of a two-year 
soject to raise $3,600 for chapel 
imnishings of the new Deaconess 
lhapter House at Valparaiso, Ind., 
1e chapel committee reported that 
1,650 has been gathered. 

At a banquet at Concordia Sem- 
iary seven deaconesses were honored 
yx a total of 90 years of service: 
melia Doctor, 30 years; Leone Rixe, 
> years; Muriel James and Netty 
-imberly, 10 years each; and Mary 
rbeiter (the only honoree present), 
ee Berg, and Elaine Davis, 5 years 
ach. 

Lecturers were Rev. Walter Riess, 
rho spoke on “Bible Study on the 
unior Level”; Dr. O. E. Feucht, 
Bible Study on the Adult Level”; 
leaconess Marie Twenhafel, “Reli- 
ious Education of the Deaf.” A panel 
f Deaconesses — Mary Bohrer, Beth 
ndert, Hertha Fischer, and Rita 
adosky — led discussions on ‘““Teach- 
1g Mentally Limited Children,” 
Teaching Confirmation Class,” and 
Teaching Sunday School Teachers.” 

Deaconesses from Minnesota are 
rranging for a camp conference for 
957. 


The Church of Iceland on July 1 
uid the cornerstone for a new Lu- 
neran cathedral at Skalholt, Iceland, 
> mark the 900th anniversary of the 
onsecration of the Island’s first 
ishop. The cathedral will be built 
y the Church of Iceland, aided by 
inds raised through the sale of spe- 
ial Icelandic stamps commemorating 
ae church anniversary. 


MEMBERS OF THE FREE CONFERENCE IN ENGLAND included (seated, |. 


to r.): Revs. Gottfried 


Klapper, Edgars Bergs, E. George Pearce; Dean Jaak Taul; synodical Vice-President Herman 
Harms; Dr. William Arndt; Bishop Wladyslaw Fierla; Dr. Martin Franzmann; Prof. Martin Nau- 
mann. See August 14 ‘‘Witness,’’ p.11, for conference report by Dr. Franzmann. Dr. Arndt, who 
has been requested to remain in England for the coming academic year, wrote that two men 
“‘would like to study under our banner’’ in Tyndale House at Cambridge. 


Lutheran Brotherhood of Minne- 
apolis in 1256 made available 131 
scholarships to Lutheran high school, 
college, and seminary students. Wes- 
ley Isenberg of Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, and Eugene K. Knoppel of 
the Springfield Seminary were recip- 
ients of $1,000 scholarships. 


The United Evangelical Lutheran 
(Danish) Church at its 60th annual 
convention in Cedar Falls, Iowa, 
voted (373—19) to merge with the 
ELC and the ALC; elected (6th bal- 
lot) to the presidency Rev. William 
Larson, 47-year-old campus pastor 
at the U. of Minnesota; adopted a 
budget of $450,461, the largest in its 
history; and decided to affiliate its 
Trinity Seminary at Blair, Nebr., with 
Wartburg Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa, 


T IMMANUEL CHURCH, SPRINGFIELD, ILL., 30 children were baptized July 29 by Rev. Theodore 
. Dauvtenhahn (center), pastor, after follow-up calls on the parents of VBS pupils. The three 
-hools conducted this summer enrolled 553 children. A former teacher, Immanuel's 65-year-old 
astor has baptized 650 persons, many of them VBS pupils, in the past 10 years. He will retire 
1 October. 
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an ALC school. The UELC will be 
represented at Wartburg Seminary by 
a Trinity professor (Prof. Theo. Jen- 
sen), who will also serve as president. 


The Evangelical Lutheran (Nor- 
wegian) Church at its 22d general 
convention in Minneapolis voted 
(1,434—685) to join the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, reversing the 1948 
decision, which was almost 2—1 
against membership in the Council; 
decided to discontinue publication of 
its century-old Norwegian period- 
ical, Lutheraneren, whose circulation 
dropped to 1,222 earlier this year; 
declined to rescind the action estab- 
lishing a tuition charge of $100 a se- 
mester for ministerial students at Lu- 
ther Theological Seminary, St. Paul, 
Minn.; and adopted a _ budget of 
$12,322,548 for 1957 and 1958. 


The Augustana Evangelical Lu- 
theran (Swedish) Church at its 97th 
annual convention in Moorhead, 
Minn., authorized a petition asking 
the National Lutheran Council and 
the National Council of Churches to 
“do their utmost to encourage the 
erection of sufficient elementary 
schools to house all pupils regardless 
of proposed plans for parochial 
schools”; endorsed a proposal to levy 
tuition of $100 a semester on students 
at Augustana Theological Seminary, 
Rock Island, Ill.; and invited all con- 
ferences owning colleges to offer their 
schools to the church for ownership, 
support, and general supervision. 


The Lutheran Free Church at its 
60th annual conference in Fargo, 
N. Dak., resolved that the question of 
reopening merger negotiations with 
the Evangelical Lutheran, American 
Lutheran, and United Evangelical Lu- 
theran churches “be acted upon” at 
the 1957 annual conference of the 
Lutheran Free Church. 
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DEATH NOTICE 


Dr. Theodore G. Stelzer, 64, professor 
of music and education at Concordia 
Teachers College, Seward, Nebr., was 
killed August 11 in an automobile acci- 
dent near Gallup, N. Mex. He was re- 
turning from a Seward extension work- 
shop in Los Angeles. 


Amouncements 


Ordinations and Installations 
Ordained: CANDIDATES 


Sorensen, John, Grace, San Francisco, Calif., 
by B. P. Wallschlaeger, July 15 

Wilkening, Richard Arnold, St. Andrew, Van 
Horne, Iowa, by Arnold W. Wilkening, 
July 29 


Ordained and Commissioned: 


Dretke, James, St. Mark, R.1, Manawa, Wis., 
as missionary in Nigeria, by Lloyd H. Goetz, 
July 29 

Siess, Kenneth, Immanuel, St. Clair, Mich., as 
institutional missionary for the Atlantic 
District, by Clarence H. Siess, July 29. 

Volz, Paul M., Atonement, Florissant, Mo., as 
missionary to Nigeria, by Oswald Volz, 
July 22. 

Wenzel, Elmer, Lutheran Church of Resurrec- 
tion, Portland, Oreg., as missionary in the 
Portland area by E. W. Hinrichs, July 22. 


Ordained and Installed: 


Balster, Donald W., Trinity, Layton, Utah, by 
A. J. Abel, July 15. 


Beck, Hubert, St. John, Topeka, Ill., by How- 
ard W. Tepker, July 22. 
Bruss, Eldor A., Zion, Yorkton; St. Paul, 


Springside; St. Paul, Saltcoats, Sask., Can., 
by Adolf M. Bruss, July 8. 

Dubberke, Edwin, ordained in Trinity, Wau- 
toma, Wis., and installed in Grace, Wau- 
toma; St. Paul, Wild Rose, Wis., 
L. Rastl, July 22. 

Einspahr, Robert L., Lutheran Church of Our 
Savior, Fullerton, Calif., by William L. 
Duerr, July 22. 

Ellwanger, John P., Lutheran Church of the 
Redeemer, Melbourne, Fla., by Walter H. 
Ellwanger, July 8. 

Frederking, Victor, Grace, Wood River; Christ, 
Cairo, Nebr., by Herman C. Moellering, 
July 15. 

Gabbert, Lambert, St. John, Casey, Iowa, by 
Theodore Hoemann, July 22. 

Gieck, William R., Immanuel, Paonia; Re- 
deemer, Delta, Colo., by M. F. Scheel, 

July 1. 


fioenk. Paul R., Bethany, Slidell, La., by Paul 
W. Streufert, Jul y 22. 

Israel, John W., St. John, Lexington, Ky., by 
William H. Nordsieck, July 29. 

_Jilg, Paul H., ordained and installed, St. Paul, 

S Gillett, July 15; St. Luke, De Witt, Ark., by 

E. A. Brockmann, July 22. 


by Marvin 


Kentel, Murvyn, St. Peter, Delhi; St. Luke, 
Tillsonburg, Ont., Can., by Clarence J. 
Killinger, July 22. 

Krueger, John Alan, Messiah, Redfield, 


. Dak., by H. H. Kuehn, July 22. 

Ludwig, Richard C., Trinity, Uvalde; St. Paul, 
La Pryor, Tex., by Paul W. Ludwig, Ory 
July 22. 

Praeuner, Herbert, Trinity, Bergland; St. Paul, 
Topaz; St.Paul, Ontonagon, Mich., by E. 
W. Feldscher, July 8. 

Reiter, Carl, missionary 
Indian Head, Md., by Pres. 
Kohn, July 15. 

Scaer, Carl, Faith, Middle River, Baltimore, 
Md., by G. H. Sommermeyer, July 15. 

Schaefer, Max, ordained and installed, Im- 
manuel, McIntosh by H. E. Sieving, July 8; 
Fosston, by A. A. Drevlow, July 8; First, 
Mentor, Minn., by W. P. Clausen, July 15. 

Timler, Theodore W., eS Lansing, Mich., 
by Philip Schroeder, July 

Unger, Ralph E., First, ee Le Iowa, by Rich- 
ard Cloeter, July 15. 

Vetter, Harold A., St. Paul, Ellicottville, N. Y., 
by Roland Gabbert, July 15. 

Vogt, Myron, Christ, Nebraska City, Nebr., by 
Prof. G. A. Thiele, July 15. 

Wetzel, Oliver, St. Paul, Monahans, Tex., by 
Glen C. Kollmeyer, July 22. 
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in Oxon Hill and 
William H. 


Wunrow, Gerald Benson, assistant pastor, 
Messiah, St. Louis, Mo., by George W. Witt- 
mer, July 22. 

Ziehr, Richard, First, Baton Rouge, as pastor 
in St. Mark, Baton Rouge, La., by Paul W. 
Streufert, July 29. 

Zorn, Kenneth, Zion, Dashwood, Ont., 
by Cecil Klages, July 29. 


Installed: PASTORS 


Backus, William, Faith, Pleasant Hill, Calif., 
by O. R. Janke, July 15. 

Bentrup, Edmund A., Trinity, Fisher; St. Paul, 
Euclid, Minn., by E. W. Borchert, July 22. 

Bentz, Robert W., Concordia, Cottage Hills, 
Ill., by Erwin J. Kolb, July 29. 

Biggs, Donald L., Salem, Buffalo, N.Y., by 
A. F. Krueger, July 15. 

Brohm, Theodore, Jr., Bethany, Hawthorne, 
Nev., by George E. Schroeder, July 22. 

Clausen, Robert H., St. John, Gary, Ind., by 
Leonard R. Fiene, July 1. 

Clausen, Walter P., Mountain View Mission, 
El Paso, Tex., by Paul F. Stueckler, July 29. 

Duensing, Fred A., Trinity, Royal, Iowa, by 
Fred A. Elze, July 22. 

Egolf, Ralph C., Our Saviour, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
by Claudius S. Kulow, July 22. 

Gehrs, Walter E., St. John, Lombard, Ill, by 
Otto A. Groth, July 29. 

Kavasch, John A., St. Peter, Huntington, L. I., 
N. Y., by Clifford G. Meyer, Jan. 15. 

Krohn, Orville E., Bethlehem, Las Cruces, 
N. Mex., by E. W. Zimbrick, July 29 

Mann, H. Albert, Lindsay, Lindsay; Exeter, 
Exeter, Calif., by Theodore E. Hoelter, 
July 22. 

Meseke, Ervin G., Immanuel, Perryville, Mo., 
by A. M. Lohmann, July 29. 

Moll, Paul, St. John, Vincent, Iowa, by Lothar 
Braeunig, June 3. 

Reuning, Walter H., Our Savior, Palm Springs, 
Calif., by G. H. Hillmer, July. 22. 

Scheibert, Harold W., Elim, Berkeley, Mo., by 
Karl W. Riehl, July 29. 

St. Thomas, 


Can., 


Schmidt, Herbert W., St. Paul, 
N. Dak., by G. A. Gehrs, July 22 

Thiem, Alfred, St. Martins, Anamoose; Im- 
manuel, Drake, N. Dak., by B. G. Mueller, 
July 22. 

Torgler, Robert H., assistant pastor, Church of 
Our Saviour, Baltimore, Md., by Adolf John 
Stiemke, July 22 

Wachholz, Laurence E., Trinity, near Hebron, 
Nebr., by Clifford L. Bliss, July 15. 


Installed: TEACHERS 


Bohlmann, Alfred R., Zion, Plainview, Nebr., 
by Philip Janz, July 29. 

Dierks, Werner E., St. Peter, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
by Henry A. Abram, July 8. 

Hoerauf, Norman A., Redeemer, Baltimore, 
Md., by Robert L. Landeck, July 8. 

Meyer, Cand. David, St. Paul, Hilton, N. Y., by 
Theodore Kohlmeier, July 22. 

O’Benar, Cand. Jack M., Immanuel, Kansas 
City, Mo., by Pres. T. A. Weinhold, July 29. 

Peters, Cand. Robert, Grace, Hayward, Calif., 
by Walter Luebkeman, July 29. 

Raguse, Carl, St. Paul, Haven, Kans., by K. J. 
Karstensen, July 15. 

Rutz, Harold A., Immanuel, Kansas City, Mo., 
by Pres. T. A. Weinhold. 


Call Accepted 


Dr. Walter H. Wente, Winfield, Kans., has 
accepted the call as professor of Humanities 
at Concordia Senior College, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
—cC. E. Auticx, Secretary, Board of Control. 


Election Results 


Prof. Elmer Moeller, Milwaukee, Wis., has 
been. called for Ecclesiastical Latin and New 
Testament Greek, and Rev. Otto F. Stahlke, 
Chicago, Ill., for German and the Humanities 
at Concordia Theological Seminary, Spring- 
field, Ill. —B. Setcxe, D. D., Secretary, Board 
of Control. 


Educational Institutions 


Concordia Theological Seminary, Spring- 
field, Ill., will open its 113th year on Septem- 
ber 9. Opening service will be held in the 
Seminary field house at 8:00 P.M. All new 
applicants are asked to register at 10:00 A. M. 
on September 5 and attend the orientation 
sessions beginning at 2:00 P.M. Registration 
date for returning students is September 8, 
1:00 P. M.— Watter A. Barpuer, President. 


Concordia College, St. Paul, Minn., will 
open the 1956—57 ees year with a divine 
service in the Graebner Memorial Chapel on 
Tuesday, September 4, at 7:30 P.M. Classes 
will begin September 5. For further informa- 
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tion regarding this synodical school for m 
isterial and teacher training please writ 
Dr. W. A. PorHterR, President, Concordia C 
lege, 275 North Syndicate, St. Paul, Minn. 


The 93d academic year of Concordia Teag 
ers College, River Forest, Ill., will c 
Thursday, September 13, at 10 A.M., w 
a divine service at Grace Church on 
campus. 

The orientation program for all new sti 
dents will begin Sunday afternoon, Septe 
ber 9, at 1:00 o’clock. 

Concordia Teachers College conducts — 
standard four-year training course for your 
men and women who desire to serve the 
Savior in the Lutheran schools of our Syno 
In keeping with a _ policy adopted by ft 
Board for Higher Education, the previor 
shorter three-year course, which terminate 
in a three-year Lutheran Teacher’s Diplom 
is being discontinued. During the teach 
shortage, properly qualified male studen 
may, with faculty permission, take three yeal 
of training and then teach for a year 6 
a supply basis before returning for > 
fourth and final year of training. 

Students interested in attending our colle; 
should apply for information to our Direct 
of Recruitment. No student should appea 
on the campus during orientation week witl 
out written notice that he has been acceptec 

— Martin L. KoEHNEKE, President. 


Notice 


The annual Lutheran Midwest Institution 
Chaplains Conference will be held Septen 
ber 24 and 25 at St. John’s Lutheran Chu 
4949 Montrose Ave., Chicago, Ill. All par 
and full-time institutional chaplains are 
vited. For reservations write: Rev. H. BLanx 
4943 Montrose Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


Anyone knowing of Lutherans living in 
around Wooster, Ohio, who are of our fa 
or might be interested in establishing a 
sion in that city, kindly send names and a 
dresses to Orromar KRUEGER, 522 Morely A 
Akron 20, Ohio. 


Wanted 


Assistant nursing arts instructor for. 


40-hour week, good personnel policies; sala’ 
commensurate with qualifications. i a 
pee or Norsss, Lutheran Hospital, St. Loui 

oO. 
————— 
Pastors: Changes of Address | 


Albrecht, Prof. W. W. F., 1613 North 19 
Springfield, I. 
Asmus, Gerhardt; Pettibone, N. Dak. 
Beck, Hubert, St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
- Topeka, Iil. 
Brammer, Martin G., 7288 Garden Rd., 
Cincinnati 36, Ohio 
Buck, Paul F., em., Waterville, Minn. 
Croll, Gilbert, 
Resurrection Lutheran Church, 
1606 Popland St., Baltimore 26, Md. 
Duensing, Fred A., Royal, Iowa 
Dumas, P. C., 2732 Webb, Detroit 6, Mich. 
Einspahr, Robert L., 
1521 W. Orangethorpe Ave., 
Fullerton, Calif. 
Ellwanger, John P., Box 1437, 
Melbourne, Fla. 
Gahl, William, em., 
4824 W. Wanbansia Ave., Chicago 39, I 
Gruell, E. F., Calle 2, No. 121, 
entre Ira. y 3. ra. Miramar, 
La Habana, Cuba 
Hannemann, W.E., 611 4th Avenue South, 
Moorhead, Minn. 
Hartner, Harlan, 6416 Reeds Rd., 
Mission, Kans. 
Hentschel, G. H., Grace Lutheran Church, 
Shady Rest Trailer Park, neues Fla. 
~Hippe, Adolf, 5444 Argyle S 
‘Vancouver Ls, Bucy 
Hummel, Horace D., 6525 San Bonita, 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 
Kieck, Harold W., 702 N. Adams, 
._ Carroll, Iowa 
Kittermann, Chaplain Henry O., 
Hgs. 4th Armored Div. Artillery; — 
Fort Hood, Tex. 
Krohn, Orville E., Box 691 
1130 Gardner St., Las Cruces, N. Mex. 
Krueger, Theodore, Jr., 250 West, 
Melville, Sask., Can. 
Krugler, Richard A., 6330 Southwood 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 
Lemke, Paul, 9312 Myron St., Rivera, C 


———— 
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Harrisburg, Pa. 
Lossner, Chaplain Arthur B., 
_ Hq. & Hq. Company, 13th Inf. Regt., 
8th Infantry Division, APO 35, 
New York, N. Y. 
Luecke, George, Taylorsville, N.C. 
artin, Marvin L., 23 Burrell Court, 
Midland, Mich. 
eier, Robert E., 2225 S. Fountain, 
Wichita 17, Kans. 
etzger, Robert W., 77-14 82nd St., 
_ Glendale 27, N. Y. 
Meyer, Chaplain Arthur W., Protestant 
_ Chaplain’s Office, George AFB, Calif. 
Mieger, Oswald W., 44136 N. Elm Ave., 
_ Laneaster, Calif. 
(Mueller, E. W. Henry, 434 Eben St., 
New Haven, Ind. 
‘Mueller, Paul G., 209 E. King St., 
Rhinelander, Wis. 
iINaumann, Otto E., 1212 N. Sixth St., 
McAllen, Tex. 
‘Pautsch, Edward C., R. 1, Arcadia, Ind. 
‘Petrich, Chaplain William H., 
_ ¢/o Base Chapel, Lincoln Air Force 
Base, Lincoln, Nebr. 
‘Ressel, Chaplain Delvin E., 
7100th Support Wing, APO 633, 
New York, N. Y. 
Ross, Chaplain Joel E., 25th Air Division, 
McChord AFB, Wash. 
Spitz, C. Thomas, Jr., 3947 Dunnica, 
St. Louis 16, Mo. 
Sylwester, Chaplain Oscar L., 
AO 2251820, HQ. 18th Fighter Bomber 
Wing, APO 239, San Francisco, Calif. 


Tippin, Edward G., 305 Ridgelake Dr., 
Metairie, La. 


Jur 


Synod 


BUDGET RECEIVED 
331.77 
FEB. ¢ 1,075,000 $ 546, 
SAT 
MARCH 9,150,000 1,242,756 
Ag 
APRIL 3,225,000 2,162,320 
MAY 4,300,009 3,013,996 -00 
795,081.32 
5,375,000 3 
JUNE ; 
517,631.00 
6,450,000 4, 
JULY KS 
AUG 7,525,000 = 


a 


> ae 


=) \ - 10,750,000 
| eee ae 


11,825,000 


11,825,000 


12,900,000 


Lindenmeyer, Paul J., 338 South 13th St., 


Voorhees, David L., 6109 Tennessee Ave., 
St. Louis 11, Mo. 


Wenzel, Elmer, 3241 S. E. 150th St., 
Portland 66, Oreg. 


Winrod, Gordon, 343 Walton Ave., 
San Antonio, Tex. 


Wunrow, Gerald B., 49144 Loughborough, 
St. Louis 9, Mo. 


Teachers: 


Bendick, Richard, em., 1504 Barton Blvd., 
Rockford, Ill. 


Beyerlein, Walter, 512 Donnelly, 
De Soto, Mo. - 

Brandt, David R., 6044 Calumet Ave., 
Hammond, Ind. 

Brandt, Marvin, Luzerne, Iowa 


Brase, Walter W., c. r. m., 309 S. Fillmore, 
Edwardsville, Ill. 


Burron, Douglas S., 1313 Ninth St., 
Beloit, Wis. : 

Greising, Jack H., 3319 Werder Drive, 
Normandy 21, Mo. 

Harms, Louis, R. 12, Thimlar Rd., 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Hartmann, Don, Deshler, Nebr. 


Hendricksen, Donald, 1809 North “K” St., 
Fort Smith, Ark. 


Hoyer, Theodore W., 420 S. Seminary, 
Collinsville, Il. 


Janssen, Donald A., 1551 S. Ridgewood, 
Wichita 18, Kans. 


Kierbs, Ellsworth W., 4514 Bayne St., 
Rockville, Md. 

Kittel, Walter J., 48 Layton Ave., 
Buffalo 21, N. Y. 

Krestik, William, 32840 Utica Rd., 
Fraser, Mich. 


Venture of Faith 


More tor Missions in 1956... 


District 


p FOR 
PLEDGE 56 


FISCAL 19 
i 49,000 
Alberta-British Columbi Se $ 560,000 
tie = (ab ee = 
AuRfornia-Nevada > 90,000 
tral —-———— . 
eoateal Tilinois 188,000 
Colorado -—--- 30,000 
aoa = 21 598 
ish ----------— 
ererida-Georgia - 210,000 
Iowa East -—---- ee 500,000 
Rowe Wenlis sep. 61,508 
ei toba-Saskatchewan 7 185,000 
Michigan! =< 1/000,00 
Minnesota aK 760,000 
NAD eotates a 452,000 
North Dakota —---- 2/000 
North Soe al 560,000 
thern ois 
eden Nebraska 286,900 
Northwest -—------~~ 94:00 
Ona i 155,00 
ario —--—---- 55,0 
South Dakota --- 731,600 
South Wisconsin — 17,000 
Southern omnia 231,000 
South faa 241,00 
Southern fone 25 341,000 
Southern Tllin 


Southern = 
Texas ----- See 
Western ---—--—--— 


18,660.89 
id carey : 196,673.32 
ta ee 
aaa 146,703.00 
“000 49.712.1¢ 
1£000 105,040.63 
413,79 259,946.07 
"800 24,441.41 
1357000 98,027.65 
949,996 90,395.64 
30,750 122,934.94 
*53.99 11,607.90 
533498 50,381.82 
998 352,929.63 
490°000 33,414.79 
30396 53,774.30 
995,996 162,972.05 
996 344,667.2 
429-498 87,933.48 
"248 96,746.1 
133-598 38,751.21 
#8500 52,500.00 
57496 43,800.21 
$8796 22,761.59 
368 198 89,739.69 
A0ey. 8,179.83 
ay 78,079.94 
115 398 95,134.09 
120496 107,920 27 
159,996 111,504 


Maitfeld, Norman J., 626 Colonial Ave., 
York, Pa. 


Meinke, F. W., em., 6410 South St., 
Lincoln, Nebr. 

Nickel, Paul G., 800 Belvoir Ave., 
Chattanooga 11, Tenn. 

Perez, Claude, 2001 Pecan, McAllen, Tex. 

Ries, Theodore F., em., R. 3, Box 126a, 
Mukwonago, Wis. 

Rosenberg, Donald, 800 George St., 
Valparaiso, Ind. 

Schlie, Orlyn, 20 S. W. 11th St., 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

Schumacher, Melvin, 235 N. Latrobe, 
Chicago 44, Ill. 


Schumacher, Vernon, 1925 Medford Dr., 
Fort Wayne 8, Ind. 
Stelzer, Harold T., 1001 Platte, York, Nebr. 
Wagner, Martin, 5010 Altgeld St., 
Chicago 39, Ill. 


Wolters, A. P., 808 Kinzer, Poplar Bluff, Mo. 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce- 
ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
tion in the LuTHERAN WITNEss, books 
for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the Editorial Of- 
fice, 801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
of address of pastors and _ teachers 
should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 


Lutheran Building, 210 North Broad- 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


CEIVED 
PLEDGED Lars DATE 


OPERATING STATEMENT 


1955 1956 
Cash Requirements, Feb. 1—July 31 —-------._ $4,550,000.00 $6,450,000.00 
Cash Receipts, Feb. 1—July 31 Tae ek Pa oe 2,939,676.32 ———-4,517,631.00 
Same (1) \ Wiese) Bn | AW 7 BUDGET DEFICIT 
<~ hes MH 


eee S610 ,323.68 


$1,932,369.00 
, Assistant Treasurer 


Witness for Christ through regular offer 


BGUST 28,.19:56 


' 


THEY BRING OUT THE BEST IN YOU 


% 
For yourself — for your congregation, these three 
books will show how you can give more — and get 
larger returns —from your church membership. 


SPIRITUAL POWER FOR YOUR CONGREGATION 


By CARL BERNER 


If you’re looking for a church program that will enlist the enthusiastic and 
consecrated energies of every member of your parish, you'll find it within the 
116 pages of Pastor Berner’s book. The author considers all vital areas of 
present day church life. He shows every congregation how it can become 
God’s service station in the world. One layman writes: “The book makes you 
think big about your membership in the church. It is bound to give you a 
deeper and truer loyalty to your own congregation and its mission in the 
world.” 


WILL PAY FOR ITSELF A HUNDRED TIMES OVER 


Get this book in every department of your church. Because of its down-to- 
earth language, and its point of contact with experience of even the most ordi- 
nary church member, it is bound to edify the congregation. Get a copy into 
every family of your congregation! Give it to all the members joining the 
church. It will pay for itself a hundred times in the dividends of a more vig- 
orous, interested, spiritually-minded membership. 


SPIRITUAL POWER FOR YOUR CONGREGATION 
(A Guide to Lay Activity ) 


116 pages. Paper $ .75. Order No. 15W1795. 


PASTOR’S HANDBOOK AND IDEA KIT. 
56 pages. Paper. $1.50. Order No. 15W1800. 


ADVENTURES IN CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 


“By R. C. REIN 


“s.“This reviewer counts this study book on stewardship to be the most cogent 
exposure of the Lutheran point of view in Christian Stewardship that he has 
found. Dr. Rein makes it comletely clear that this stewardship is not limited 
_to the faith of the First Article, but is bound up with the Second and Third 
articles of the faith as well. 

“If you want sound stewardship education, you can count on this. * Raymond 
Olson in the Augsburg Newsletter. 


100 pages. Paper. $1.00. Order No. 15W1790. 
INVESTING YOUR LIFE 


By WALDO WERNING 


To help fill the need many Christians feel for further guidance in living the 
stewardship life. The book treats not only the investing of money, but covers 
the investing of all of life. 

“Only when active in work for Christ is a Christian fulfilling his mission in 
life . . . as Christians we are designed for good works and we should 

that design.” 

Starting here, the author offers the motivation you need to take another look 
into your heart — gives workable ideas to help you say, “Now we are am- 
bassadors for Christ!” 


92 pages. Paper. $ .75. Order No. 17W2056. 


I want to make a better investment of my time and talents in the service of the Savior, therefore, please send me: 


+... 15W1795, SPIRITUAL POWER FOR’ YOUR 
: CONGREGATION (A Guide to Lay Activity) 


| by Carl Berner @ $ .75. Tenclose $. + 
15W1800, PASTOR’S HANDBOOK AND 
IDEA KIT (For Spiritual Power For Your Name 2-2 eee 
Congregation) @ $1.50. 

ww 15W1790, ADVENTURES IN CHRISTIAN 
STEWARDSHIP @ $1.00. Addr E88 ees, | 

......--- 17W2056, INVESTING YOUR LIFE @ vs ae 

RT AY: a4 le eee eo Maa State. ee 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE — 3558 S. jetexsees Aye., St. Louis 18, Mo. 


